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NARRATIVE or FACTS. 
RELATIVE TO | * 


AMERICAN Affairs. 


H E Intelligence of the State of the Colonies re- 
ceived from His Majeſty's Governors at the Cloſe 
3 of the laſt Parliament, and their Repreſentations 


$2.23; of the Temper and Diſpoſition of the People, 


—— — N. 5 


- 


7 carried with them ſuch favorable Appearances, as 


BIS, induced the King to expreſs in Hzs Speech at the 
PEAS End at the End of the Seſſion, the great Satisfac- 


tion He had in ſeeing that they were likely to return to a juſt Senſe 
of their Duty. | 


From this Intelligence, and from theſe Repreſentations, it 
appeared, : 


Firſt, That the Proviſions made by the Mutiny-Act for quar- 
| tering His Majeſty's Troops, (which ſeveral Colonies had refuſed 
N' 2, to comply with) were almoſt univer/ally ſubmitted to. 


No z. Secondly, That the Faction at Bo/ton had failed in their Attempts 
to create Diſturbances in that Province, the People of which in 
neral, and the Merchants in particular, had expreſſed their Satiſ- 
action with the late parliamentary Regulations, and new Duties, 
13 and their Indifference concerning the Application of them. 


- Thirdy, That the calling an Aſſembly, and inſtructing the 
Members upon the Subject of the new Duties, (Meaſures ſuggeſted 
by the Faction) were openly oppoſed and defeated. | 


F ourthly, That it was reſolved to receive the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms with all due Reſpect. | 


Fifthly, That the Faction was ſo reduced as to appear only in 


weekly Libels in the News Papers, without daring to ſhew it's Face 
in any public Meetings. 


, Sixthly, That although, upon the Meeting of the Aſſembl 
in January 1768, they took up the Conſideration of an Addreſs 
| | A | to 
2 | 


papers 
referred to. 


N · 4. 


N- 6. 


16 4 
to the King upon the Subject of the new Duties, yet their Delibe- 
rations were carried on with ſo much Decency and Propriety, that 


Governor Barnard ſays, in his letter to the Secretary of State No. I, 


dated the 21ſt of January, and received the 7th of March, that he 


had a fair Proſpect of having nothing but Good to ſay of the Pro- 


ceedings of the Houſe: And in another Letter of the zoth of that 
Month, received at the ſame Time, he {peaks of the good Diſpoſition 
that then prevailed in the Aſſembly towards a Reconciliation with 
Government, of which they had given Proof, having acted in all 
Things with Temper and Moderation. 


Such was the then State of America; and his Majeſty's Appro- 
bation of the Conduct of the Aſſemblies, and His Satisfaction at 
the good Temper and Moderation which appeared in their Councils 


and Meaſures, were fully expreſſed in Letters from the Secretary 
of State. | 


This favorable Appearance however did not continue long : The 
Faction, ſtiling themſelves the Sons of Liberty, uſed every Artifice 
to inflame the Minds of the People in the Colonies, to create Diſ- 
union between them and the Mother-Country, and to excite Op- 
poſition to the Laws. Every Preſs in North America teemed with 
the moſt ſeditious Publications; and though the firſt Attempt of 
the Party at Bo/ton, to create a Combination of the Colonies againſt 
the Authority of Parliament was defeated, and a Propoſition, in 
the Houſe of Repreſentatives, of writing to the other Aſſemblies, 
on the Subject of the late Acts of Revenue, rejected by a Majority 
of Two to One; yet the Party was too fully bent on Miſchief to 
leave any Arts untried, that might promote their ſeditious Purpoſe, 
and therefore reſolved to make another Effort; and having prepared 


the Way, by privately tampering with and influencing Particulars, 


they moved in the ſame Seſſion, in which the Motion for writing 
to the other Colonies was rejected, and at a Time when moſt of the 
Men of Ability on the Side of Government were gone home tired with the 
Length of he Seſſion, that all the former Sas; rv upon that 
Buſineſs ſhould be obliterated out of the Journal ; which being 
agreed to, the Way became clear for another Motion, that a Com- 
mittee ſhould be appointed to prepare a Circular Letter to the ſeve- 
ral Speakers of the Aſſemblies upon the Continent, containing an 
Abſtra& of their Addreſs againſt the late Acts of Parliament, and 
a Deſire that the other Aſſemblies would join with them. 


This circular Letter, which Governor Bernard ſtates to have been 
calculated to inflame the whole Continent, and engage them to join 
together in another Diſpute with Parliament about their Authority, 
was accordingly prepared, agreed to, and fent : It ſtates the Caſe of 
the late Acts of Pallinment laying Duties in America as a Caſe of 


common Concern z and aflerts, that Acts of Parliament, impoſing 
Duties on the People in that Country, for the Purpoſe of railing a 
| Revenue, 
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Revenue, are Infringements of their Rights, as granting their Pro- 
perty without their Conſent. At the fame Time, thar this Letter 


was circulated, they agreed to an humble Petition to His Majeſty to 
the ſame Effect; and allo to a Letter to their Agent Mr. De Berat; 


and they alſo prepared and agreed to Letters upon the ſame Subject 


N?* 10. 


Ne 11. 


Ne 12. 


to Lord Shelburne, Mr. Conway, Lord Rockingham, Lord Chancellor, 
Lord Chatham, and the Lords of the Treaſury. 


In conſequence of the Advice received of theſe Proceedings, which 
was on the 15th of April laſt, His Majeſty's Commands were figni- 
fied to Governor Bernard by a Letter from the Secretary of State, 
dated April 22d, that he ſhould require the Houſe of a x pk 
tives, in His Majeſty's Name, to reſcind the Reſolution which gave 
Birth to the Circular Letter from the Speaker, and to declare their 
Diſapprobation of, and Diſſent to, that raſh and haſty Proceeding ; 
and in Caſe they ſhould refuſe, he was immediately to diſſolve them, 
and to tranſmit an Account of their Proceedings, to the End that 


His Majeſty might, if He thought fit, lay the whole Matter before 
His Parliament. | b 


At the ſame Time that theſe Orders were ſent to Governor Ber- 


_nard, a Circular Letter was wrote to all the Governors upon the 


Continent, ſignifying to them His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that they 
ſhould exert their utmoſt Influence to defeat this flagitious Attempt 
to diſturb the public Peace, by prevailing upon their Aſſemblies 
ee, not to take ãny Notice of the Circular Letter from the 
Speaker of the Aſſembly of Meafſachuſet's Bay; but if there ſhould 


appear a Diſpoſition to receive and give Countenance to it, then to 
prorogue or diſſolve them. f | | 


A Copy of the circular Letter from the Speaker of the Maſſachs- 


| fet's Aſſembly was alſo ſent to General Gage, and with it the Intel- 


ligence received from Boſton, to the End that he might be upon his 
Guard, and prepared to take ſuch Meaſures for maintaining the pub- 
lic Tranquility, as he might judge neceſſary, and in Conjunction 
with the Civil Power. HE 


On the 7th of May, a Memorial to the Lords of the "mary 


from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms at Boſton, was laid before 

King, in which they ſtate their Proceedings fince their Arrival at 
Bo/lon, and complain of the Oppoſition which was in general made 
to the Revenue-Laws throughout all America; and in conſequence 
thereof, a Circular Letter was wrote on the 14th of May, by. the 
Secretary of State, to all the Governors, requiring them to give the 


ſaid Commiſſioners all the Aſſiſtance and Support in their Power, 


in the Execution of their Duty. 


On the 30 of Tune ſeveral Letters were received from Governor 
Bernard, dated the 12th, 19th, and 21ſt of March, containing Ac- 
counts, that the Lieutenant Governor Mr. Hutchmfon, who alfo 

| holds 
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holds the Office of Chief Juſtice, had, in that Character, given a 


long and forcible Charge to the Grand Jury, on the Subject of the 


libellous and flagitious Publications in the News Papers; but that, 


contrary to all Expectation, they would not find Bills againſt any of 
the Authors. | 


That there had been great Riots and Tumults in the Town of 
Boſton ; and that the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and their 
Officers, had been inſulted and ill- treated; and ſome of them com- 


pelled, through Fear of their Lives, to remove with their Families 
from their Habitations. 


That the Council, to whom the Governor had applied for Advice 
and Aſſiſtance, treated theſe Riots and Violences as Matters of no 
Conſequence; and that, under theſe Circumſtances, he was com- 
pelled to tell the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, that he could 
give them no Protection; and that in fact he had in the Bufineſs 


of a popular Oppoſition to the Laws of Great Britain, not the Sha- 
dow of Power or Authority. | 


That a wy Cargo of Wine had been forcibly landed from on 


board a Veſſel, and conducted into Town by a party of Men armed 


Ne 18. 


Ne 19. 
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with Clubs. 


That a general Meeting had been held of all the Merchants, the 
Reſult of. which was, that a Subſcription for not importing any 
Engliſh Goods, except for the Fiſhery, for eighteen Months, ſhould 
be prepared and carried round the Town; and that this Aſſociation 
was ſigned by moſt of the Merchants. 


- Theſe Diſpatches from Governor Bernard having been laid before 
the King, a Letter was written to General Gage, on the 8th of 
June, tranſmitting to him Copies of Mr. Bernard's three Letters; 
and alſo of the Memorial of the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms be- 
fore mentioned ; and fignifying His Majeſty's Pleaſure, that He 
ſhould forthwith order one Regiment, or ſuch Force as he ſhould 
think neceſſary, to Boſton, to be quartered in that Town; and to 
give every legal Aſſiſtance to the Civil Magiſtrates in the Preſerva- 
tion of the public Peace, and to the Officers of the Cuſtoms in the 
Execution of the Laws of Trade and Revenue: And His Majeſty's 
Orders were alſo, at the ſame Time, ſignified to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, that they ſhould forthwith order one. Frigate, two 
Sloops, and two Cutters, to repair to, and remain in the Harbour 
of Boſton, to aſſiſt and ſupport the Officers of the Cuſtoms in the 
Execution of their Duty. | 


On the 8th of Fuly a ſecond Memorial, from the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms in America, to the Lords of the Treaſury, was laid 
before the King ; in which Memorial they ſtate the Caſe of the 

llegal and violent landing of the Cargo of Wine, of which Mention 


toe! : 7 


Papers is made by Mr. Bernard: They recapitulate the Ill-treatment and 


referred to. Inſults they had met with; and give their Opinion, that if the An- 
ſwers from Government, to the Remonſtrances of the Aſſembly of 


Ne 21, 


Ne 22. 


Ne 23. 
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Boſton, againſt the late Acts of Parliament, were not agreeable to 
the People, that they would proceed to violent Meaſures. 


In conſequence of this ſecond Memorial, another Circular Letter 
was written to the Governors, on the 11th of July, repeating His 
Majeſty's Commands that they ſhould uſe their moſt ſtrenuous Ef- 
forts, and exert themſelves in the moſt effectual Manner, for the 


Support of the Officers of the Revenue, and to enable them to carry 
the Laws into Execution. | 


On the 18th and 19th of July, Letters were received from Go- 
vernor Bernard, dated the 11th, 14th, 16th, and 17th of June, by 


which, and by the Examination of Mr. Hallowe/l, who brought the 


Diſpatches, it appeared, 


That in Conſequence of the Seizure of a Veſſel in the Harbour 
of Boſton, for running uncuſtomed Goods, a Mob was aſſembled the 
roth of June; and that the Collector of the Cuſtoms, the Comptroller; 
and other Officers and Perſons, who were aſſiſting in ſaid Seizure, were 


violently aſſaulted by the ſaid Mob, their Lives endangered, and the 


Houſes of ſeveral 0 them attacked and attempted to be forced. 


That this Riot was followed by Papers ſtuck up on Liberty Tree, 
containing an Invitation to the People to riſe, and clear the Coun- 
try of the Commiſſioners and their Officers, and to avenge them- 
ſelves of the ſaid Officers, one of which was devoted to Death. 


That in 3 of theſe Violences and Threatenings, and 


of the Governor's having = rage to the Commiſſiohers of the Cuſ- 
toms, that he could give them no Protection, they and their Of- 
ficers thought it neceſſary to quit the Town, and go on Board His 


Majeſty's Ship Romney, then in the Harbour, from which they af- 


terwards removed into Caſtle William, where they reſided when 
the Letters came away. 


That no Meaſures whatever were carried into Execution; either 


by the Governor, the Council, the General Court then ſitting, or 


by the ſubordinate Magiſtracy, for the Suppreſſion of this Riot, 
and the Protection of the King's Officers, or for arreſting any Per- 
ſons concerned therein. | 


That the Governor had declined ſending to the General for a 
Military Force to aid the Civil Magiſtrate, without the Advice and 
Conſent of the Council ; not a Man of which would give ſuch Ad- 


vice or Conſent; replying, when the Queſtion was put to them, that 
they did not deſire to be knocked on the Head. 
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That on the 14th of June, in conſequence of Notice put up oi 
Liberty Tree the preceding Day, there was a tumultuous Meeting of 
the People at the ſaid Tree; that there were preſent at this Meet- 
ing at leaſt Four Thouſand Men. That ſeveral wild and violent 
Meaſures were propoſed, ſuch as that every Ship of War that came 
into the Port of Boſtori, ſhould be under the Command of the general 
Court; that whoever ſhould promote the bringing Troops there, 
ſhould be deemed a Diſturber of the Peace, and a Traitor to his 
Country, Cc. &c. | | 4 


That this tumultuous Aſſembly having been reduced into a regular 
Town-meeting, a Petition to the Governor was prepared and _ 
ſented, in which, after aſſerting that it is a fundamental Principle of 
the Conſtitution, that no Man fhall be governed by Laws, nor taxed 
but by himſelf or Repreſentative legally and fairly choſen, and to 
which he does not give his own Conſent ; and after applying this 
Principle to the Caſe of Acts of the Parliament of Great Britain, re- 
lative to America, they complain that they have been invaded with an 
armed Force, ſeizing, impreſſing, and impriſoning the Perſons of 
their Fellow- Subjects, contrary to expreſs Acts of Parliament. They 
ſay, that to contend with their Parent-State is a dreadful Extre- 
mity; but that they cannot bear the Reflection of tamely 3 | 
without one Struggle; and apprehend that it is in the Option and 
Power of the Governor to prevent them effecting too much, and 
ſave them the Reproach 41 Shame of attempting too little. That 
as the Board of Cuſtoms have thought fit, , tbeir own Motion, to 
relinquiſh the Exerciſe of their Commiſſion; and as they cannot 
but hope that, being convinced of the Impropriety and Injuſtice 
of ſuch an Eſtabliſhment, and of 7he * Deſtruction which 
would inſue from the Exerciſe of their Office, they will never re- 
aſſume it; they ffatter themſelves the Governor will-redreſs the other 
Grievance, by immediately ordering the Romney Man of War to re- 
move from the Harbour. 


That this Petition to the Governor was followed by Declarations 
ſtuck up in different Parts of the Town, importing, that the Commiſ- 
ſioners of the Cuſtoms ſhould not be permitted to return; and by the 
Appointment of Centinels, Alarm-Bells, and Beacons, to give Notice 
to the People if they ſhould attampt it. | 


That the Governor, in Anſwer to this Petition, declines any Ob- 
ſervation upon that Part of it, in which they aſſert the Rights of 
Legiſlation, ſtating himſelf to be, from his Office and Station, an 
incompetent Judge of that Queſtion ; aſſures the People, that he will 
endeavour to get Preſſing ſo regulated, as to avoid all Incoveniencies ; 
that he cannot enter into any Diſpute between them and their Parent- 
State, but ſhall be happy if he can preſerve a Conciliation between 
them : That he is bound in Duty to aid and protect, and ſhall, to the 
beſt of his Power, aid and protect the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, . 

and 
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and that he has nd Command over His Majeſty's Ships of War, and 
therefore cannot comply with what they defire in Reſpect to the 


Romney. 


That at the ſame Time that the Town preſehted the abovertientiotied - 
Petition to the Governor, they drew up Inſtructions to their Repre- 


ſentatives, in which they ſtate the American Revenue Laws as Viola- 


tions of their Conſtitution; and as meant only to ſupport Swarms of 
Officers and Penſioners in Idleneſs and Luxury. That they would, 
however, maintain their Loyalty to the King, a Reverence and due 
Subordination to the Britiſh Parliament, as the Supreine Legiſlative 
in all Cafes of Neceſſity for the Preſervation of the whole Empire; but at 


the ſame Time to aflert and vindicate their dear and invaluable Rights 


and Liberties, at the utmoſt Hazard of their Lives and Fortunes, 


They then ſtate the Caſe of imprefling as a Grievance contrary to an 


expreſs Act of Parliament, deſire the Repreſentatives will purſue 
Meaſures for their Redreſs, and for preventing Impreſſes of all Kinds, 
and to promote Parliamentary Inquiry, whether the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms; or any other Perſons whatever, have really written or 
ſolicited for Troops, and for what End; and that they would for- 
ward, if they thought expedient, Reſolutions, that every ſuch Perſon 
who ſhall ſolicit or promote the Importation of Troops at this Time, 


= an Enemy to that Town and Province, and a Diſturber of the 
ace. | 


That the Conſequence of this Meaſure was a Vote in the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, that a Committee ſhould be appointed to inquire into 
the Grounds and Reaſon of the preſent Apprehenſions of the People, 
that Meaſures have been taken, or are now taking, for the Execution 
of the Revenue Laws of Parliament by a Naval or Military Force. 


On the 22d of July, the Lords of the Treaſury communicated to the 
Secretary of State, in order to be laid before His Majeſty, a Letfer 
they had received from the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtums at Boſton, 
containing an Account of, and incloſing Papers relative to what had 
happened at Boſton on the roth of June, and their Proceedings in 
Conſequenee ; their Lordſhips likewiſe communicated the Minutes of 


their Board, containing the Examination of Mr, Hallowell. 


The Particulars of theſe Papers correſpond with the Account given 
by Governor Bernard; and the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, in 
their Letter, ſubmit their Opinion, that nothing but the immediate 
Exertion of Military Power will prevent an open Revolt of the Town 
of Boſton, which might probably ſpread throughout the Provinces. 


At the ſame Time that theſe Papers were received, Mr. De Ber dt, 
in Behalf of the Town of Boſton, preſented a Memorial, with ſeveral 
Depoſitions annexed, aſſerting that the haughty Conduct of the Com- 
mil oners of the Cuſtoms, and their Officers, was the _— of = 
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Tumults there; chat the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms had made 4 
voluntary Abdication of their Office ; and complaining of the Conduct 


of the Captain of His Majeſty's Ship the Romney. 


Theſe Diſpatches and Papers having been laid before the King, 
His Majeſty's Orders were given on the 27th of July, for ſending two 


Regiments from Jreland to Boſton, each to be compleated to 500 Men 


by Draughts from the other Regiments in that Kingdom; and a Letter 
of Inſtruction thereupon was wrote to General Gage. It was alſo or- 
dered that the Ship of War which was to convoy the Troops to Boſton, 
ſhould remain in thoſe Seas, if the Commander in Chief ſhould think 
it neceſſary; as alſo another Ship that was ordered to be fitted to carry 
Lord Botetourt to Virginia. Ra 01: 


At the ſame Time a Letter was wrote to Governor Bernard, ac- 
quainting him with the Steps which had been taken, explaining to 
him His Majeſty's Views and Intentipns therein, and containing 
Directions. 


That a due Reform | ſhould be made in the Commiſſion of the 
Peace for the Town of Boſton ; | 


That a proper Inquiry ſhould be made by the Civil Magiſtrate, and 
at the Council Board, into the Cauſes of the Riots and Tumults ; and 
that the Meeting of the Aſſembly ſhould be moved from Boſton to 
Salem, or Cambridge, or ſuch other Place as he ſhould think moſt ad- 


viſcable and convenient, 


On the 19th of Auguſt a Letter was received from Governor Ber- 
nard, containing an Account of what had paſſed-in the Aſſembly, on 
Occaſion of his laying before them the Requiſition for Reſcinding the 
Reſolution of writing to the other Colonies, and of his having diſſolved 
them, in Conſequence of their Reſolution not to comply with that 
Requiſition. F | | 


In a Letter to Lord Hilſborough from the Speaker of the Houſe of 
Repreſentatives, on Occaſion of their Diſſolution, the Conduct of the 
Aſſembly is attempted to be vindicated, and that of the Governor is 
much complained of, whom they charge with having miſrepreſented 
their Proceedings. | 


The Tranſactions and Proceedings which paſſed in the Colony of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, after the Diflolution of the Aſſembly, mark out a 


total Annihilation of all executive Government, and a Diſpoſition in 


Ne 33. 


the People to the higheſt Degree turbulent and ſeditious. 


There have been ſeveral Riots and tumultuous Afſemblings of the 
People, the Object of one of theſe Riots was to compel the Inſpector 
of the Cuſtoms to give up his Commiſſion, and abandon the Town; 
but his Firmneſs and Reſolution defeated the Deſign. A Veſſel loaded 
with Molaſſes, lying in the Harbour, not under the Protection _ 
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the Man of War, had her Cargo taken out by a Body of armed Men, 
and carried on Shore; but tho' Government had not Strength and Vi- 

gour enough to oppoſe ſo illegal a Proceeding, the Party themſelves, 
who wiſhed to ſave Appearances, had Influence enough to procure the 


Molaſſes to be given up and put on Board the Veſſel again. 


Amidſt all theſe Diſorders and violent Proceedings, the Governor 
thought fit to aſk the Advice of the Council at a Meeting ſpecially 


held for that Purpoſe, whether he ſhould accept the Offer made by 


General Gage of ſending Troops to aſſiſt the Civil Magiſtrate in reſto- 


ring Peace to the Town; and they not only unanimouſly adviſed him 


not to accept it, but reſolved, that if any Perſons have made Application 
to General Gage for Troops to come to Boſton, they deemed them in 
the higheſt Degree unfriendly to the Peace and good Order of that 
Government, as well as to His Majeſty's Service, and the Britiſhß In- 
tereſt in America. Upon another Occafion however, the Council ap- 
pear to have acted with more Propriety ; for after the Diſſolution of 
the Aſſembly, they proceeded to finiſh a Petition to the King upon the 


Subject of the Revenue Laws, begun before that Event took. Place; 


in which oy expreſs themſelves in a decent and conſtitutional Man- 
ner. And this Petition, having been tranſmitted by the Governor, 


was laid before the King; and His Majeſty's Satisfaction at the ve 


decent and becoming Manner in which they had expreſſed their — 
timents was ſignified to the Governor by a Letter from the Secretary of 
State dated the 14th of September, in which Letter is expreſſed the 
Concern it gave His Majeſty to find that the Aſſembly had refuſed to 
comply with the Requiſition for Reſcinding their Reſolution of wri- 
ting to the other Colonies ; and that the Town of Boſton ſtill continued 
to be diſturbed by Riots and tumultuous Aſſemblies of the People. 


On the 1ſt of September a fourth Memorial from the Commiſſioners 
of the Cuſtoms in America to the Lords of the Treaſury was laid before 
His Majeſty, in which they ſtate their Opinion, that, without the 
ſeaſonable Aſſiſtance given them by His Majeſty's Ship of War then in 
Boſton Harbour, they ſhould not have thought the Caſtle ſecured from 
falling into the Hands of the People; and that it was impoſſible for 


them to ſet Foot in Boſton, until there was two or three Regiments to 
reſtore and ſupport Government. | 


On the 27th of September a Letter was received from Governor Ber- 
nard, ſtating what he apprehended would be the Conſequence of not 
calling an 1 ore the Month of May next, and deſiring fur- 
ther Orders upon that Point. And on the 12th of October His Ma- 


jeſty's Commands were ſignified, that no new Aſſembly ſhould be 
called before the Month of May, the Time preſcribed by the Charter, 


unleſs he ſhould receive His Majeſty's further Orders for calling ſuch 
Aſſembly before that Time. 
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Papers On the 27th of October Diſpatches were received from General Gage, 
referred to. incloſing ſeveral Papers of Intelligence received at New York from 


N* 40. Boſton, by which it appeared ; 


That the Inhabitants of Boffon, in a 'Town- Meeting on the 12th of 
of September, thought fit to ſend a Meſſage to the Governor, praying to 
be informed, what Ground there was for a Report, that one or more 
Regiments of the King's Troops were expected at Boſton; and at the 
ſame Time to petition him to convene an Aſſembly with all Speed; 

That upon the Governor's acquainting them, that he had only pri- 
vate Intelligence that Troops might be expected ; and that as to the 
Buſineſs of calling an Aſſembly, it was before the King; and therefore 
he could do nothing in it till he received His Majetty's Commands; 
they came to ſeveral Declarations and Reſolutions, the Subſtance of 


which was, 
That the Granting Money otherwiſe than by the Aſſembly, was a 
Violation of the Charter, and of their Rights as Subjects; 


That the raiſing or keeping a ſtanding Army, without their Con- 
ſent in Perſon, or by Repreſentative of their own free Election, would 
be an Infringement of their natural, conſtitutional and Charter Right; 
and the employing ſuch Troops for the inforcing of Laws, made with- 
out the Conſent of the People in Perſon, or by their Repreſentatives, 
would be a Grievance ; 


That at the ſame Time they voted to make choice of a ſuitable Num- 
ber of Perſons to act as a Committee for them, in Convention with ſuch 
as might be ſent to join them from the ſeveral Towns in the Province, 
in order that ſuch Meaſures might be conſulted and adviſed, as His 
Majeſty's Service, and the Peace and Safety of His Subjects in the Pro- 
vince, might require ; = 


That a circular Letter was accordingly wrote to the other Towns, 
inviting them to ſend Members to ſuch Convention ; 


That it was further voted, that as there was an Apprehenſion of a 
French War, the Inhabitants ſhould be requeſted to provide themſelves 
with Arms and Ammunition ; and that the Miniſters of the Goſpel 
ſhould be defired that a Day, named in the Vote, ſhould be ſet apart as 


a Day of Faſting and Prayer. 


Theſe Proceedings are contained in the Boſton Gazettes ; and by In- 
telligence received by General Gage, from Perſons in Authority, and 
thro, other Channels, it appeared, that, previous to the Town- Meeting, 
in which theſe Reſolves were made, it was agreed, at a general Meeting, 
to riſe in Oppoſition to the Kings Troops; and that, at a private 
Meeting, it was agreed to attack and take the Caſtle ; but that it was 
ſaid, that theſe Meaſures of Violence were prevented by the Steps 


taken 
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taken at the Town-Meeting, though others imputed the Failure of the 


Attack upon the Caſtle to the Manner in which the King's Ships wer 


ſtationed for it's Security. DON 


That in the Hall, where the Inhabitants met in Town-Meeting, 
were placed 400 Stand of Arms belonging to the Town, which were 
ſome Time before taken out of Lumber-Rooms, cleaned, repaired, and 
put in the Floor of the Hall ; and though a Motion to diſtribute them 
to the Inhabitants was over-ruled, yet, in the Courſe of their Debates, 
they were pointed toas explanatory of what was intended, 


That the Beacons at Boſton were charged to give the Alarm, when 


the Ships with the Troops ſhould appear off the Light-Houſe ; in 


Conſequence of which the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms left the 
Caſtle, and went on Board the Romney Man of War. 


That, upon Advice being received on the 14th of Srprember, of 
the Meaſures taken here in Conſequence of the Riots and Tumults 
in Fune, the Promoters of theſe Meaſures of Oppoſition appeared to 
be awed ; and that on the 16th all Things ſeemed to be quiet. 


The foregoing Particulars of what paſſed at Boon before, at, and 
after the Town Meeting on the 12th of September, are confirmed by 
a Diſpatch from Governor Bernard, received on the 2d of November. 


By the public Papers, tranſmitted with theſe and with ſome for- 
mer Diſpatches, and by a Letter from Governor Bernard, dated the 
gth of Auguſt, it appears, that the Merchants of Boffon had revived 
their Aſſociations againſt Importing Br:z;/þ Goods and Manufactures; 


and that their Example had been followed by the Merchants of 


Neu- Tork. 


On the 3d of November, Letters were received from Governor 
Bernard, dated the 23d, 24th, 26th, and 28th of September ; by 
which it appears, 


That, in Conſequence of the Circular Letter or Precept ifſued by 
the Committee of the Town of Boſton, ſtiling themſelves a Com- 
mitte of Convention, Sixty-fix Towns and Diſtricts had elected Re- 
preſentatives to meet in ſuch Convention. | 


That the whole Number amounted to Seventy. —That they met 
on the 22d of September.—That they choſe the Speaker of the late 
Aſſembly to be their Chair-Man, and the Clerk of the Aſſembly to 
be their Clerk.—That, after this, they drew up and offered a Peti- 
tion to the Governor, to convene the Conſtitutional Aſſembly.— 
That the Governor refuſed to receive it; and ſent them a Meſſage in 
Writing, that he would not receive any Meſſage from them, which 
would be to admit them to be a legal Aſſembly, which he could 
not allow.—That they refuſed -to receive this Meſſage, not being 
ſigned. —That the Governor, after this, ſent them another Meſſage 


in 
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Papers in Writing, ſtating this Convention to be a moſt notorious Violation 
referred to. of His Majeſty's Conſtitutional Authority, and admoniſhing them to 
break up their Aſſembly, and ſeparate. 


That this, however, had not the Effect; and that, after ſending a 
long Meſſage to the Governor in Anſwer, (which was ' refuſed to 


be received) they appointed Nine Gentlemen to conſider and report 


the moſt effectual Meaſures, conſiſtent with the Deſign of the Meet- 
ing, to promote the Peace and Good Order of His Majeſty's Subjects 
in the Province; and then adjourned to another Day. 


That, on the 19th of September, the Governor communicated to 
the Council a Letter from General Gage of the 12th of September, 
acquainting him, that, in Obedience to His Majeſty's Commands, 
he had directed the 14th and 29th Regiments to come from Halifax 
to that Province; and that one of thoſe Regiments was to be for the 
preſent at Caſtie Milliam, the other in the Town of Bo/ton. That 
the Governor alſo communicated to them an Extra& of a Letter 
from the Secretary of State, reſpecting the two Regiments ordered 
from Ireland to Boſton. —That, after much Debate and Altercation 
concerning the Meaning and Conſtruction of the Act of Parliament 
for Quartering His Majeſty's Troops in America, the Council came 
to a Reſolution, that they had no Power to provide Quarters for the 
Troops in Boſton, till the Barracks at Cafile William, and the Inns, 
Livery-Stables, and other Houſes mentioned in the Act of Parlia- 
ment, were full; and that the Quartering any Troops in Boſton before 
the Barracks at Caftle William, (which is three Miles by Water, and 


. ſeven by Land from Boſton) were full, was not only contrary to Act 


of Parliament, but would be inconſiſtent with the Peace of the 
Town. | 


That theſe Reſolutions, with various 1 and Remarks 


upon the Sending Troops into that Colony, were drawn up into the 
Form of a Meifage tothe Governor, and ordered to be printed in 
the Gazette before it was delivered to the Governor; which the Go- 
vernor repreſents to be an Uſurpation of the higheſt Nature, and a 


Tranſaction never before known or imagined, and wholly illegal and 
unconſtitutional. x 


On the 4th of November further Diſpatches were received from 
Governor Bernard, informing, that on the 1ſt of October, the 14th 
aud 29th Regiments arrived from Halifax, together with ſeveral of 
His Majeſt'ys Ships of War.—That he immediately called a Council 
at Caftle William, to conſider of the Steps to be taken for Quartering 
one of thoſe Regiments in the Town of Beſfon.— That the Council 
endeavoured to create the ſame Embarraſiment and Perplexity in this 
Conſideration, which had prevailed in that held at Boffon.—That, 
while the Matter remained in Debate, ſome freſh Orders came from 
General Gage; upon which the Commanding Officer thought fit to 
order both the Regiments into the Town of Ben; and the Governor 


gave 


fr 1 
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Papers gave him a pofitive Order to take Poſſeſſion of a Waſte Building; 
referred to. called the Manufactory Houſe.—That the Troops were accordingly 


But no Perſon cared to undertake the 


landed, not only without Oppoſition, but with tolerable good Hu- 


mour.— That another Council was held to conſider of Quartering 


the Troops ; in which, after much Difficulty and Oppoſition from 
ſeveral Members of it, it was at laſt agreed that they ſhould be 
uartered, and that the Governor ſhould appoint a Perſon to ſupply 
em with the Neceſſaries required by Act of Parliament, ſuch Per- 
on to run the Riſque of the Aſſembly paying the Charge of it. — 
ervice upon theſe Terms ; 

and, when the Letters came away, the 2gth Regiment remained en- 


Von upon a Common near the Town; and the 14th was Part 
in the Court-Houſe, and Part in Fanew! Hall. 


It further appears by theſe Letters, that the laſt Act of the Con- 
vention, after Sitting a Week, was, Printing an Account of their 
Proceedings, accompanied with Advice, that all Perſons ſhould com- 
poſe their Minds, avoiding all undue Expreſſions of Reſentment ; 
and each one prevent, as much as in him lies, all Tumults and 
Diſorders ; and to attend with Patience, and a Regard to good Or- 
der, the Reſult of His Majeſty's Wiſdom.—Declaring a firm Reſolu- 
tion, in their ſeveral Stations, to yield all poſſible Aſſiſtance to the 


Civil Magiſtrate, in Suppreſſing all Riots and Tumults, and Preſerving 
the Peace. e 


It may be proper now to ſee what has paſſed in the other Colonies, 


in Conſequence of the Circular Letter from the Speaker of the 


Aſſembly of Maſſachuſet's Bay. : 


+ VINO 


T appears by Diſpatches from Mr. Preſident Blair, dated the 
18th of May, 1768, and received on the 22d of July, that the 
Freeholders of all the cine Counties in that Colony have preſented 
Petitions to the Aſſembly, containing the moſt open and daring Aſſer- 
tions of the ſole Right of Legiſlation, in Matters relative to that 
Colony, being in their Repreſentatives, independent of the Parliament 


ol Great Britain; ſtating the ſeveral Acts of Parliament relative to 


Duties in the Colonies, the Act for extending the Mutiny-AR, and 
that for ſuſpending the Legiſlature of New York, to be Violations of 


their Rights; and praying the Interpoſition of the Houſe for their Re- 
lief in thoſe Caſes. 


Secondly, That, in Conſequence of theſe Petitions, and of the Let- 


ter from the Speaker of the Aſſembly of Maſſachuſet's Bay, on the 


Subject of the late Acts of Parliament for laying Duties in the Colo- 
nies, the ſaid Aſſembly of FI came to | Bran Reſolutions to 


the 
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the fame Effect as the Freeholders Petitions; in which Reſolutions 
they have been joined by the Council, who agreed to them at a Meet- 
ing, at which Eight out of Twelve Members were preſent. 


Thirdly, That theſe Reſolutions were afterwards drawn up in the 
Form of a Petition to the King; a Memorial to the Houſe of Lords; 
and a Remonſtrance to the Houſe of Commons. | 


Fourthly, That the Aſſembly cloſed their Proceedings upon this 
Buſineſs, with reſolving, that the Speaker ſhould write to the Speaker 
of the Aſſembly at Boon, ſignifying their Applauſe of the Attention 
they had ſhewn to American Liberty ; and that the Steps taken in 
Virginia would evince them of their Opinion of the fatal Tendency of 
the Acts of Parliament complained of: That he ſhould alſo write to 
the Speakers of all the other Aſſemblies upon the Continent, to ac- 
quaint them of theſe Proceedings, and to intimate how neceſſary it was, 
that the Colonies ſhould unite in a firm Oppoſition to every Meaſure 
which may affect their Rights and Liberties. 


In Mr. Blair's Letter incloſing theſe Proceedings, he ſtates the Rea- 
ſons urged by the Council and Aſſembly to be expreſſed with great 


Modeſty and dutiful Submiſſion ; and, as ſuch, he recommends them 
to Favor. 


In Conſequence of theſe Diſpatches, it was thought fit that the Go- 
vernor of Virginia ſhould repair to his Government; and Sir Jeffery 
Amberſt having declined that Service, Lord Botetourt was appointed 
Governor of Virginia, and was inſtructed, immediately upon his Ar- 
rival, to aſſemble the preſent Members of the Council; to diſſolve the 
Aſſembly, if fitting, and call another; to lay before them the Act 
of the 6th of His preſent Majeſty, for ſecuring the Dependency of the 
Colonies upon the Crown and Parliament of Great Britian; to ſignify 
to them His Majeſty's Reſolution to ſupport the Conſtitution as thereby 
declared, and His Diſapprobation of their Petition ; to inquire into the 
Characters and Connections of the Members of the Council, and re- 
preſent to them the ill Conſequences of the late Proceedings in Vir- 
ginia. If both Houſes ſhould perſiſt, by Votes and Reſolutions, or 
in their Addrefles, in denying the Authority of Parliament, to diſſolve 
the Aſſembly, and remove the Members of the Council who ſhould 
countenance ſuch Proceedings. | 


In the Colonies of New Jerſey, Penſylvania, Maryland, Rhede 
Hand, and Conneficut, where the Aſſemblies appear to have taken up 
the Conſideration of the Letter from the Speaker of the Aſſembly of 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, there has been a general Concurrence of Opinion 
and Reſolution, that Acts of Parliament, laying Duties in the Colo- 


| nies, are Violations of their Rights and Privileges, and in preparing 


Petitions to his Majeſty, and, by ſome of theſe Colonies, to both Houſes 
of Parliament, aſſerting this Doctrine, and praying, that on that Ground 
the Acts may be repealed : And in Rhode and it appears, that, in 
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* Other than the 


the Laws of that Colony, there is a Chapter under the Title of Te 
Rights and Privileges of the Subject declared, conſiſting of the follow- 


ing Reſolutions of their General Aſſembly, viz. 


« 1. That the firſt Adventurers, Settlers of this His Majeſty's Co- 


1 lony and Dominion of Rhode Iſland and Providence Plantations; 


« brought with them, and tranſmitted to their Poſterity, and all other 
« His Majeſty's Subjects fince inhabiting in this His Majeſty's Colony, 
&« all the Privileges and Immunities that have at any Time been held 
* enjoyed, and poſleſſed by the People of Great Britain. | 


« 2; That, by a Charter granted by King Char/es the Second, in 
© the 15th Year of His Reign, the Colony aforeſaid is declared to 
te be entitled to all the Privileges and Immunities of natural-born 
t© Subjects, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as if they had been abiding 
© and born within the Realm of England. | 


* 3. That His Majeſty's liege People of this Colony have enjoyed 
* the Right of being governed by their own Aſſembly in the Article 
« of Taxes and internal Police; and that the ſame hath never been 
« forfeited, or any other Way yielded up, but hath been conſtantly. 
« recognized by the King and People of Britain. 


« 4, That therefore the General Aſſembly of this Colony have; in 
« their Repreſentative Capacity, the only excluſive Right to lay Taxes 
and Impoſts upon the Inhabitants of this Colony: And that every 
« Attempt to veſt ſuch Power in any Perſon or Perſons whomſoever, 
© other than the General Aſſembly aforeſaid, is unconſtitutional, and 


*© hath a manifeſt Tendency to deſtroy the Liberties of the People of 
this Colony. | 


e 5. That His Majeſty's liege People, the Inhabitants of this Co- 


* lony, are not bound to yield Obedience to any Law or Ordinance, 


« deſigned to _ any internal Taxation whatſoever upon them, 


- ws or Ordinances of the General Aſſembly afore- 
te ſaid. | 


“ 6. That all the Officers in this Colony, appointed by the Autho- 
« rity thereof, be, and they are hereby directed to proceed in the 
Execution of their reſpective Offices, in the fame Manner as uſual : 
And that this Aſſembly will indemnify, and fave harmleſs, all the 


* ſaid Officers, on Account of their Conduct agreeable to this Re- 
* ſolution.” | 


FIN 


